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cated ends. In water mounts it appeared that a yellowish material
in layers, lumps, and balls formed a coating on the hairs, often covering
them their entire length. This coating gave them the appearance of
being dyed yellow. These masses consisted in large part of fat, as was
proved by treatment with ether and potash. After dissolving the masses
from the hairs the latter were mostly colorless; some, however, were yellow-
ish, and a very few were brownish or distinctly brown. Both wool hairs and
beard-hairs were present; the former were 10-50;.* or more broad, the
latter varied greatly in breadth, but were mostly broad with thin walls
and a strongly developed medulla consisting of narrow medullary cells.
The number of scales in 100/1 wras 5. These hairs were of angora wool
or mohair. Here and there were also found other kinds of wool hairs,
which, together with various foreign materials such as paper fibers, etc.,
must be regarded as accidental impurities.
The coloring matter of the brownish and brown hairs was not distributed
uniformly over all parts of the hair, but was in granules and streaks and
also in small pigment spheres. In hydrochloric acid the color was not
altered; in potash the hairs swelled, while the brown coloring matter
remained for a long time unchanged. Many beard-hairs had a yellowish
medulla and an almost colorless fiber layer, which would be impossible
for dyed hairs. Therefore it is safe to conclude that the hairs were
not from dyed but from natural wool. The extraordinarily coarse
quality of the wool was indicated by the fact that after cleaning, that is
after removal of the fat, the color was not pure white. The gray-yellow
color was due to the fat with which the wool was coated. When a bit
of the wool was treated on a cover-glass with ether, and the ether, after
removal of the wool, evaporated, there remained a fine yellow ring cor-
responding to the border of the drop, which consisted of the fats from
the ether solution (palm oil). The yellow color belongs then to this fat
and not to the fiber. The whole process could be followed under the
microscope. A hair was selected on which lumps of fat were deposited,
ether was added, and the solution of the fat, as well as the fact that the
color of the hair remained unaltered, was carefully observed; on evapora-
tion of the ether, the coloring matter of the fat collected on the edges of
the drops. From the report rendered may here be quoted the conclusion,
which points to an error on the part of the first experts: "The hairs
are largely colorless; some, however, are yellow, brownish, or brown.
The mixture employed by the experts to dissolve the coloring matter
and clear the hairs consisted of hydrochloric acid, acetic acid, sulphuric